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Mrs. Crane tells a story which illustrates tie patience of Louis
Post, and not incidentally the kindliness of Henry George:
He [Post] had written an article for The Standard and had sent
it to the office by a messenger, who had lost it en route. Croasdale
was furious. The door opened and a mite of a boy, with tear-stained
face, appeared. There followed a terrible ten seconds for the poor
child before the door opened once more, this time to admit the
dignified figure of Henry George, champion of the weak. Putting a
hand on the boy's shoulder he offered him a coin, and, pushing the
sobbing wretch out of the room, he looked over at Mr. Post who
had seated himself at the desk. Croasdale's eyes followed his, and
approvingly he said: "That's right, Post—writing a complaint. Have
the miserable whelp—"
"Complaint?" asked the imperturbable Post, with a chuckle. Tm
re-writing the article." 17
After the McGlynn sensation the circulation of The Standard
had leveled off at approximately 25,000 copies. Because of high
costs and its inability to attract advertising, the paper brought
the owner little money. Election defeats not only cost circula-
tion but also "took the spirit out of many of our most earnest
friends through the country/' George wrote his friend von Guts-
chow in San Francisco. "I would have been unable to continue,
but for the generous-assistance of some friends—particularly of
Tom L. Johnson of Cleveland."1S Indeed, George had contem-
plated giving up the venture a few months after starting pub-
lication. He feared that he was not doing his best work and
thought "the strain of the last two years has been very great and
has made me much older." But things brightened after the
presidential election, The Standard began to gain back some
circulation, and now 'Tiopefulness and consciousness of doing
something" was "succeeding the first dispirited feeling."19
This was in late 1888. Soon afterward, William Saunders, now
a Member of Parliament, came to the United States on business
and took George back to England with him for a short holiday.
He had last visited England in 1885, and he found that in the
interim much progress had been made in the advancement of his
ideas. The visit lasted only two weeks but it was scarcely a
holiday. He spoke before gatherings of clergymen of various
denominations, before the Knights of Labour at a meeting near
Birmingham, before the Council of the Financial Reform Asso-
ciation, and before several other meetings of mixed groups.

